
 

Reminders for the week beginning Monday 14th September 
Monday  Year 5 Swimming 
Tuesday    
Wednesday    
Thursday    
Friday    

 
Dear Families,  
 
Welcome back and a special welcome to our new children and families!  It has been wonderful 
to see all the children enjoying their learning and hear all the lovely chatter from the 
playground. 
 
There has been lots of learning taking place already and in our staff meeting, teachers have 
been sharing all the exciting things they have planned for this school year.  We cannot wait!  
 
Please keep an eye on the newsletter and Parentmail for any dates that will be added soon, 
such as parent evenings, harvest festival, panto and Christmas events.  
 
Safeguarding: Ofsted has tightened up rules around mobile phones on school 
premises.  Please note that mobiles phones may not be used on the school site 
– this covers the playgrounds as well as in school buildings.  If you need to make 
calls or send messages, please do so outside the school gates. 
 
School drop off: As we start the year, we are making a few changes to help improve the safety 
of our school site.  
  

For morning drop off gates will be open, as previously, from 8:45-8:55am.  At 8:55am 
parents will be asked to leave the playground and school buildings (unless staying for 
meetings) and gates will be locked.  Parents should not exit school via the old school 
building but leave via the gates by 8.55am. 
  
Children arriving after 8:55am should enter via the school office and, if required, they 
will be escorted to class by school staff. We appreciate your support with this. 
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Ballet lessons: Ballet lessons are returning to Clandon from Tuesday 22nd 
September.  These will take place at lunchtime on a Tuesday and are led 
by Dance Platform Academy, a local dance school based in Clandon (flyer 
for their academy is attached at the end of the newsletter).  
 
Lessons are free and ballet shoes are provided to the children who attend.  
If your child would like to attend these classes please let the school office 

know by Wednesday 16th September.  (Squirrels children wanting to attend will have lunch at 
school and then be taken to forest school later).  
 
Cricket is back: A Chance to Shine cricket academy is back with us this half term.  Every child 
will have a weekly session with a Surrey Cricket coach.  We thoroughly enjoyed our lessons last 
year and they even inspired some of the children to join cricket clubs this summer.  The lessons 
are on a Friday, so please remember PE kit!  
 
 
 
 
PTFA: 
Our wonderful PTFA does awesome work 
organising fun events to raise much needed 
funds for our school.  Come and meet the team 
on Tuesday 22nd September to make new 
friends and see how you could get involved, as 
much or as little as you are able. 
 

 

 
Musician/ Composer of the week:  
This week we’ve been listening to the songs of the legendary 
Dolly Parton.  We learnt about the charity she started to 
ensure all children were given access to a book.  Everyone 
was amazed that Dolly was one of 12 children in her family.  
We watched videos of Dolly playing the guitar with her long 
nails and some of the children recognised her songs.  Maybe 
have a listen to some Dolly Parton songs this weekend?  

 



Would you rather … ? 
The children have been introduced to our weekly “Would you rather” question in celebration 
assembly today.  Have a chat with your child about their preferred scenario. 

 

Would you rather have a pet 
dragon or be a dragon? 

 
 
With best wishes 
Tom Dell and Hannah Dawe 
Executive Headteacher and Head of School 
The Newlands Federation 
tomdell@newlands.surrey.sch.uk   hdawe@clandon.surrey.sch.uk 
Tel: Clandon: 01483 222442  Tel: Shere: 01483 202198 
After School Club: 01483 359527 
 

 
Families First Guildford September magazine September 2026 
 

Information after the dates list: 
• Table tennis taster session • Guildford Fringe Event for children 
• Volleyball taster session • Masking awareness workshop 
• Mini Meadows flyer • Junior Elysian Farmers 
• Multisports • Healthy Eating October half term club 
• Dance Platform Academy •  

 
  

mailto:hdawe@clandon.surrey.sch.uk
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/L6TFuUzBlndmlVkc?ref=email


Dates for September 2026 to July 2027 
New or updated events are shown in green 

Se
pt

em
be

r 

Tue 1st Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
Wed 2nd  Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
Wed 2nd New Reception Settling in visits 2.30-3.30pm 
Thu 3rd Whole School Back to school for first day of autumn term 
Thu 3rd New Reception Settling in visits 10.00-11.00am 
Fri 4th  New Reception Settling in visits and lunch 9.00am-12.00pm 
Mon 7th New Reception Starting school 
Mon 14th Year 5 Swimming 
Mon 21st Year 5 Swimming 
Tue 22nd All parents PTFA meeting 7pm all parents invited 
Thu 24th  Year 3 Feet First Walking Training 
Mon 28th Year 5 Swimming 

Oct 

Mon 5th Year 5 Swimming 
Tue 6th Kestrels Winchester Science Centre trip 
Mon 19th– 
Fri 30th  

Half term  

Dec Fri 18th Whole School Last day of term – school closes at 1.30pm 
Jan Mon 4th Whole School Back to school for first day of spring term 

Feb 
Fri 12th Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
Mon 15th– 
Fri 19th 

Whole School Half term 

Mar Fri 25th Whole School Last day of term - school closes at 1.30pm 
April Mon 12th Whole School Back to school for first day of summer term 

May 
Fri 28th Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
Mon 31st– 
Fri 4th 

Whole School Half term 

June Mon 7th Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
July Wed 28th  Whole School Last day of term – school closes at 1.30pm 
 
 
  



 

 
Guildford Fringe Event for young children 

 
‘The Smallest Sardine of the Seven Seas’ 

Have you seen a pirate? She has a tale to tell! 
 

An original mini musical for young children, but 
plenty of fun for the whole family. Join us on an 

adventure to help a small fish find her 
confidence. Meet a piano playing crab, help 

the pirate find her gold and celebrate the 
things that make us unique! 

 
Children’s tickets £8! Book here: 

https://guildfordfringefestival.com/events/the-
smallest-sardine-of-the-seven-seas/ 

 
Saturday 19th September, 2pm 

Stoke Pub Function Room, GU1 4JN 
 

 
FREE VOLLEYBALL TASTER SESSION 
New Kids on the Court – Ages 8–14 
Starting Saturday 19th September 2026 
Sessions are specifically designed for complete beginners, so children don’t need any previous 
volleyball experience. Children will be introduced to the basic skills of volleyball through 
engaging activities and games, helping build confidence, coordination and teamwork. 
Who is it for? The programme is ideal for children who: 
• Are looking to try a new and alternative sport 
• Enjoy team sports 
• May never have picked up a volleyball before 
• Would like to develop their skills in a fun and supportive environment 
To register your child for one FREE taster session, email: vbdc.volley@gmail.com 
Places are limited, so get in touch as soon as possible. 
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