
 
Reminders for the week beginning Monday 23rd February:    
Monday  INSET DAY – school closed to children 
Tuesday   Back to school 
Wednesday    
Thursday    
Friday    

 
Dear Families 
 
Despite the rain, we have had a lovely start to our year.  The children have been working so 
hard in lessons, producing beautiful and interesting work.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support.  Don’t forget that Monday 23rd February is an 
INSET DAY and we will welcome back the children at 8.45am on Tuesday 24th February.  
 
In our assemblies this year, we have been learning about different composers and musicians.  
Here are some of the ones we have been looking at:  
 

Edvard 
Greig 

The Beatles Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky 

Maggie 
Rogers 

Eric 
Clapton 

Gioachino 
Rossini 

 

 

 
 

  
 
Please ask your children to see if they remember any of them.  Maybe you could listen to their 
music this half term? 
 

 
         Pancakes: 

With pancake day being next week, all the children got the opportunity to 
make pancakes over the campfire at Forest School.  
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Fabulous Work: 
Squirrels have been exploring printing techniques in Art, linking their learning to their exciting 
Volcanoes and Rocks topic.  The children have been designing and creating their own prints 
inspired by erupting volcanoes and fascinating fossils.  They have had great fun 
experimenting with different materials, textures, and patterns to bring their ideas to life.  It 
has been wonderful to see their creativity shine while developing new artistic skills.  Bravo, 
Squirrels.  
 

 
 
Kestrels have been reading the book ‘Darwin’s Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin.  They have 
thought carefully about what their own dragon would look like: don’t they look magical!  
Kestrels have also been learning about Evolution and Adaptation.  They took part in 
experiments this week to explore how finches’ beaks adapted to what food was available to 
them and also how fossils are created.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woodlands have been busy this half term learning all about the United Kingdom.  Children 
have been writing about all the facts they have learnt and have made some beautiful printing 
based on the four flowers of the UK.  
 
Well done to the children in Badgers and Rabbits classes who took part in Sportshall athletics 
at Guildford Spectrum this week.  They all tried so hard and should be proud of what they have 
achieved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
An Invitation from Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS): 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Does your child mask at school? 
We’d like to let you know about an upcoming online session on masking, created especially 
for parents and carers from schools that have taken part in the PINS programme with Family 
Voice Surrey. 
 
During our visits to PINS schools, many of you have shared your experiences and concerns 
with us. One topic that continues to come up is masking, and we have listened. 
 

Parents and carers from PINS schools are warmly invited to join this masking session, led by: 
• Jane Gupta, Service Manager for the All Age Autism Strategy at Surrey County Council 
• Leanne Henderson, Voice & Participation Lead at Family Voice Surrey 

 

Leanne will share insights from her lived experience of masking, along with practical ideas 
for supporting children and young people who mask and ways to work collaboratively with 
schools. 
Jane will explain what should happen if you have concerns about your child masking, the 
types of support that may be available, and how masking fits within the current and ongoing 
work of the All Age Autism Strategy. 
 

Event details: 
📅 Date: 10 March 
⏰ Time: 12:30pm – 2:00pm 
📍 Location: Online via Zoom (registration required) 
👉 To sign up for the event, please click here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1982506976735?aff=oddtdtcreator 
We kindly ask that this link is not shared, as this is a ticketed event intended specifically for 
parents and carers from PINS schools. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Both Leanne and Jane have extensive experience delivering training on masking to parents 
and schools and are very much looking forward to meeting you. There will be opportunities 
to ask questions during the session, and if you have any specific questions you’d like 
addressed, please feel free to share these in advance by emailing 
PINS@familyvoicesurrey.org. 
 

Kind regards, 
Family Voice Surrey 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1982506976735?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:PINS@familyvoicesurrey.org


 
 
 



PTFA News: 
 
 
The next PTFA meeting is going to be on 
Tuesday 3 March, 7.00-8.00pm at Clandon 
School.  The PTFA will be focusing on 
external fundraising opportunities.  Light 
refreshments will be provided and all 
parents are welcome. 
 

Quiz Night at the British Legion: 
Bookings are open for quiz night organised 
by the PTFA to raise funds for school. 

 
Would you rather … ? 
The children have been introduced to our weekly “Would you rather” question in celebration 
assembly today.  Have a chat with your child about their preferred scenario. 

 

 
 

Would you rather have bright green hair 
or bright green feet? 

 
 
With best wishes 
Victoria Beattie and Hannah Dawe 
Headteacher and Head of School 
The Newlands Federation 
head@newlands.surrey.sch.uk   hdawe@clandon.surrey.sch.ukm 
Tel: Clandon: 01483 222442  Tel: Shere: 01483 202198 
After School Club: 01483 359527 
 

Find out what’s going on over half term at Haslemere Museum 
 
Information after the dates list: 
• Seren Kids Half term club flier 
• Garden Explorers Easter holiday club flier 
• Woking Swim Club new member trials  
• Active Surrey healthy weight advice 

• Surrey Arts Music Ensemble flier 
• Guildford Seed Bank seed swap flier  
• Multi-Sports summer sports flier 

 

mailto:head@newlands.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:hdawe@clandon.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.haslemeremuseum.co.uk/whatson/


Dates for January to July 2026 
New or updated events are shown in green 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 

Mon 2nd Year 5 Fire Safety talk from Fire Service 
Wed 4th Whole School Family Voice Parent Carer Meeting (PINS) at Clandon 
Fri 6th Whole School Disco for children (PTFA) 
Tue 10th Rabbits Sportshall Athletics at Guildford Spectrum (afternoon) 
Wed 11th  Badgers Sportshall Athletics at Guildford Spectrum (afternoon) 
Mon 16th-Fri 
20th 

Whole School Half term - school closed 

Mon 23rd Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 

M
ar

ch
 

Mon 2nd Whole School World Book Day 
Tue 3rd  Robins Sportshall Athletics at Guildford Spectrum (afternoon) 
Tue 3rd All parents PTFA Meeting at school 7.00-8.00pm 
Wed 4th Squirrels Sportshall Athletics at Guildford Spectrum (afternoon) 
Tue 10th Whole School Hot chocolate and doughnut sale after school 
Wed 11th Whole School Parent Teacher Meetings from 1.00pm 
Mon 16th  Key Stage 2 Primary Music Festival 
Tue 17th   Full Governing Body Meeting 7.00pm 

Fri 20th   
SEND Parents’ meetings for families wishing to access 
SEND support in further detail with our Federation 
SENDCOs  

Mon 23rd  Whole School Easter bonnet making 
Mon 23rd Whole School Easter Service at church 2.30pm 
Fri 27th Whole School  Easter egg hunt/trail school 
Fri 27th Whole School Last day of term – school closes at 1.30pm 

April Mon 13th Whole School Back to school for first day of summer term 

M
ay

 

Wed 6th Whole School Bake sale after school: Squirrel families’ donations 
Wed 13th Woodlands Brooklands Museum trip 
Mon 11th–Fri 15th  Year 6 SATs week 
Wed 20th–Fri 
22nd  

Kestrels Bentley Copse residential 

Mon 25th–Fri 
29th 

Whole School Half term - school closed 

Ju
ne

 

Tue 2nd  Years 4 and 5 World Games Day at Christ’s College 
Fri 12th Whole School Mufti day for donations to the bottle tombola 
Wed 17th  Year 6 Leavers’ Service at Guildford Cathedral 
Fri 19th Whole School PTFA Summer Fair after school 
Fri 26th  Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 
Mon 29th Whole School Inset day – school closed to children 

Ju
ly

 Tue 14th  Full Governing Body meeting 7.00pm 
   
Wed 22nd Whole School Last day of term – school closes at 1.30pm 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



  
Swap your plant seeds at Trinity Centre, just off 
Guildford High Street, next to Holy Trinity Church, on 
1st March 2026 between 11am and 2pm 
  
Interested in growing your own veg or flowers this 
year? Guildford Seed Bank is holding its fifth Seed 
Swap. 
 
Entry is free to all, swapping is free or, if you have 
nothing to swap, contribute 50p per pack of seeds 
you take away.  This year we will also be distributing 
our own local seed for the fifth time. 
 
Bring your in-date unwanted/half-open seed 
packets or saved seed and swap them for 
something you do want. 
  
Children and dogs are welcome. 
  
Want to know more? Follow Guildford Seed Bank on 
Facebook/Instagram/Twitter or email 
guildfordseedbank@gmail.com  

 


